
  REFUGEE 
TEMPORALITIES      AND THE 
  ETHNOGRAPHIC 
      METHOD

This panel discussion aims to explore the ethnographic method 
in relation to forced migration studies: What are the strengths 
and challenges of using ethnography in contexts of forced mi-
gration/displacement? Does ethnography have the potential to 
challenge power structures? What issues of positionality arise 
in relationships with interlocutors and authorities? Another point 
of interest is to critically reflect on the research terminology as-
sociated with classifying mobility (e.g. forced migrant, client, 
refugee, asylum seeker); what does the use of these terms in 
research reproduce and should we as researchers problema-
tise and re-assign new meanings or look at creating new ana-
lytical tools? The presenters will discuss these issues in relation 
to their fieldsites and their theoretical interests on temporality.
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